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the early years of the Rotaract Club,   
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
   

  
 
 
 
 
 

– Addi and Steen – who will tell us 
about their experiences with Youth 
Exchange over the years. 
 Our club has a long history with 
the Youth Exchange program.  It is 
very rewarding for the students, as 
well as for the host families, but it 
requires our support to be 
successful.  We need your help to 
ensure that the program can 
continue at St Ives. 
 
We also have the pleasure this 
week of welcoming a new member 
into our club – Graeme Skinner.  I 
know our members will make 
Graeme and Ros feel very 
welcome. 

Yours in Rotary, 

David Dean 
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Chair:  John Steel 

 
Attendance: Tim Wilson & 

Bev Paton 
Fellowship: Joe Adendorrf & 

Steve Cartland 
 

3 On Me: Geoff Fallow 
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Peter Perry 
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answers to a wide variety of 
questions of great interest to the 
community. 
My thanks to Gordon W King for 
his outstanding work as Chairman 
of the evening! 
Over the weekend, many of our 
members turned out at the St Ives 
Shopping Village to promote a very 
special program – Bowelscan – a 
Rotary program developed in 1982 
in New South Wales and now 
conducted by over 250 Rotary 
Clubs across Australia.  These 
Clubs issue approximately 150,000 
kits during their annual Colorectal 
Screening programs. Since 
Bowelscan commenced, it is 
estimated to have provided early 
detection to more than 1,000 people 
with bowel cancer.  Our club 
assisted with the sale of 419 kits in 
2009. Many people have told us 
their stories of how we saved their 
lives. My thanks to David Limburg 
and Don Murphy for their work in 
organising our support of the 
Bowelscan program again this year. 
This week, our focus is on Youth 
Exchange with a report by Sally 
Wilmott of her exciting year in 
Brazil.  We are also delighted to 
welcome visitors from Denmark–  
 
   
 

 

 
Last week, we 
were honoured to 
welcome the 
Federal Member 
for Bradfield, Mr 
Paul Fletcher, MP 
to our club.  Our 
members, partners 
and friends were 
able to hear his  
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KYDS provides free and confidential 
counselling on an individual basis for 
12 to 18 year old adolescents and their  
families on Mental Health issues. 
Photo below : The Chair of the Board of KYDS Ms Namoi Dougall  with 
President David Dean and Managing Counsellor David Citer at the Club. 
‘kwfk  
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was the guest of honour at our meeting last week. Paul is the newly  
elected member for Bradfield, the safest Liberal seat in Sydney.  Paul is  
aged 44 and married to Manuela.  He has dual first class honours  
degrees in law and economics from Sydney University and an MBA  
from Columbia University in New York where he was a Fulbright  
Scholar. Paul has been a member of the Liberal Party since he was 16  
and was active in student politics. 
PP Gordon W King fielded Paul a large number of questions which he  
responded calmly. Some of the questions and answers in abridged  
form are as follows:  
Q: How do you see Clubs like Rotary fulfilling the needs of community 
and how can you help? 
A: Whatever way I can help Clubs like Rotary and all the other service  
Clubs, I would like to do so. Too many people in our community are sitting at home watching TV. Community 
engagement is lower than it was 30 or 40 years ago. This group of people here today and what you do is terribly 
important. The tendency today is to leave it to the Government and it means that solutions to local problems are 
left out. I admire the work of one club that is involved with graffiti removal. It is a local problem and a local 
solution was found. I am an admirer of the work you do. 
Q: In your Maiden Speech, you said that you would fight over-development in Ku-ring-gai. How do you plan to 
do this? 
A: Here in Bradfield, we have a serious problem because of over-development occurring without the consent of 
the local government. Other Councils work without State interference. There are only 3 Councils whose powers 
have been usurped and replaced by a State Government approval panel. Consequently poorly planned 
development takes place, which is out of sympathy with the heritage and distinctive character of the lush trees, 
great homes  and  beautiful gardens. I intend to spotlight the matter and get to draw attention to the removal of 
Part 3A of  the planning powers for the Ku-ring-gai community. 
Q: Do we need an increase in population in Australia? How do we fund the extra infrastructure? 
A: I am a supporter of an increase in population for Australia because we become more competitive as a country 
internationally and there will be an increased scale of domestic market and I am very skeptical of people like Bob 
Carr who considered it  environmentally irresponsible to increase Australia’s population. It is not going to change 
the world population and it is quite illusory to say that keeping them out of Australia is going to protect the 
environment! I am uncomfortable in the notion that we pull up the draw-bridge behind us – we are happy here and 
not going to let anyone else in. It does not serve our self interest. How are we going to plan a population increase 
for Australia? When Kevin Rudd proposed a population of 35 million, where are the people going to go? What is 
the infrastructure required and how are we going to finance it? Federal and State Governments will have to be 
involved. I would like to see a much larger use of real situation, to have a planned structure than an ad hoc one. 
Q: Will you support the proposal for all roof batts to be removed once elected to Government? 
A: The roofing batt issue is an unfortunate one. The intention of what was proposed can be understood and 
appreciated. The reality is that 4 young people have died and some roof fires have occurred and significant 
number of people are worried that they have dangerous batts installed in their roofs. We need to be careful about 
how public money is used. Sometimes, it is rushed in with dangerous consequences. It only creates more 
problems. 
Q:The war in Afghanistan. How do you see it ending? 
A: I am a believer of the Australian relationship with other security partners with the US. It  makes sense for us to 
be there and our status as a western democracy makes it important to be part of the western countries and seeking 
to stabilize that country and prevent  it  being a haven for terrorists. We are going to be there for a while and 
unfortunately we are going to see more Australian and allied forces casualties. 
Q: Indian and Chinese students who come here for studies are being targeted for violence. How would you handle 
the situation? 
A: I think we should stop trying to sweep the problem under the carpet particularly in the Victorian Government. 
We see there, a degree of not wanting to admit reality. Secondly, we need to be careful with our engagement with 
the Government of India and the community of students. I think we should engage Indian people living in 
Australia about supporting students in Australia. Education is a vital industry in Australia and foreign students 
should be made safe in Australia and they can enjoy their time in Australia and we can be proud of them 
Q: How should we manage the entry of refuges? 
A: I am a strong supporter of a vigorous immigration policy.                                                     Continued on Page 3 
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on his once in a blue moon 
visits to the Club proposed a  
toast to the RC of Gisborne  
in New Zealand where he  
used to make up. The RC of  
Gisborne is the north easterly 
City in the world, located  
nearest the International 
Dateline on the east coast of  
North Island in NZ. The Club  
meets on Wednesdays at  
6.45 am and to maintain their 
reputation, on 23 February 2005 when Rotary 
celebrated its 100th anniversary, they held their 
meeting at a minute past midnight so that they can 
claim to have held the first Rotary meeting in the 
world for the next 100 years. 

Federal Member Paul Fletcher :    From Page 2 
We have welcomed people from around the world 
and our population has grown dramatically and much 
of that growth has been from migration – we have 
been greatly enriched as a result. I am a migrant at 
the age of 2 from the UK and my wife’s family is of 
Italian origin. Both the UK and Italy have 
contributed enormously to Australia. It is critical that 
we have control. We need to decide who it is to 
come to Australia - what are the qualifications of 
people we want to come to Australia and it is vital 
that we have control of that program. We need to 
make sure that those groups of people do not jump 
into a boat operated by criminals and come to 
Australia by sea. We see it as a principle based on 
genuine compassion to prevent people taking risky 
decision to travel by sea and some have died on 
account of their decision. 
Q: How would you stop terrorism in Australia? 
A: The resources allocated to stop terrorism is 
substantial. Having previously worked in Telstra and 
have had dealings with ASIO phone surveillance, I 
am aware of the degree of professionalism and the 
dedication with the people who serve to protect 
Australia. My view is that we can never be free of 
risks and in Australia we are as protected as we can 
be. We need to be careful not to give away the 
freedom that we cherish and be mindful of the 
security and the police we have. 
Q: Some leaders have been outspoken about their 
religious beliefs. How does it sit with a multicultural 
Australian society? 
A: We are a diverse democracy and we have people 
from many countries of the world. There is at present 
a demarcation between church and state. If political 
leaders want to talk about their beliefs, I support 
them but in the final analysis it is the voters who 
make the decision.  
Steve Cartland who proposed a vote of thanks to 
Paul Fletcher said that we were honoured to have 
him speak to us and answer a variety of questions. 
He said that the Club has decided to present him with 
a Certificate of Appreciation which states that Our 
Club will make a donation to The Rotary Foundation 
in your name to advance world peace through the 
improvement of health, the support of education, and 
the alleviation of poverty. 
 

Gisborne is renowned for a local dish called ‘Puha & 
Pakeha’ which is served with a cheeky chardonnay 
wine. Gisborne was named after William Gisborne, 
the Colonial Secretary in 1870.  The Gisborne RC 
was chartered on 26 April in 1926 with 25 charter 
members. The Club’s major project has been the 
Gisborne Music Competition costing  $70,000 to host 
the Southern Hemisphere’s premier annual event for 
emerging orchestral musicians. Over the years the 
Club raised funds for school swimming baths, and 
organized Book Fairs in conjunction with a 
secondary school.  Chris’ late father was a  President 
of the Club. 
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Tom and Fran Bayless of Ohio are passionate about 
Rotary and support the Foundation in many ways. 
Tom made his wife, Fran, a Paul Harris Fellow to 
celebrate the birth of their first child. Their children 
became Paul Harris Fellows on special birthdays. 
Following open heart surgery, Tom and Fran decided 
to became major donors to the Foundation in 
celebration of her recovery. Said Fran, “Anything we 
can do, we should do... Where does your backyard 
end?" Our investment in time, talent and financial 
resources are an investment in making the world a 
safer and healthier place for our children and 
grandchildren.  
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Mike Dillon, world renown adventure film maker 
will be presenting a talk on 17 March. 
Mike will be talking about his recent Climb of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro with a group of 20 businessmen and 
Joe Hockey. Also have some good DVD of  Tim 
Copes horse ride from Mongolia to Europe, in the 
footsteps of  Ghengis Khan. He will also talk more 
about how to video things well with home video 
cameras. 
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   11 Mar : Margaret James 
   13 Mar: Derek Molloy 
   14 Mar: Di Barnes 
   Wedding Anniversary: 
   15 Mar: Lance & Bettye  Kirkwood 
    

 ��������� ��	� 
��� �

�����

 

Members present 39 
Members’ Partners       9       
Other Guests       13   
Total Present 61 
  
Total Members 50 
Attendance – week  90.9% 
Attendance – year 77.1% 
Members on LoA      4       

 

The Waratah is published by 
The Rotary Club of St Ives Inc. 
PO Box 113, St Ives, NSW 2075 

Web site: 
www.stivesrotary.asn.au 

Editor: John Isaacs 
Email: editor@stivesrotary.com.au 
Deputy Editor: Sathi Sivasithamparan 
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President: David Dean 

Directors:  
Vice-President: PP Gavin Laws 

Membership & Vocational:  
Bhuvan Unhelkar 

Public Relations: Steve Cartland 
Service Projects: Gordon W King 

Foundation & International (PE):  
Grahame Rivett 

Secretary: Dee Stewart  
Treasurer: Allan Williams 

Youth : Tim Wilson 
Community : Don Murphy 

 
 

 
 

Copies of The Waratah are made 
available at meetings by courtesy of  

Gordon R King and�
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24  

Mar 
 

Denmark & Youth Exchange      Speaker: Tor Skovsgaard 
Chair: TBA 
Attendance: Bruce 
Farnsworth & David James 

VOT: TBA 
Fellowship: Geoff Fallow & Paul 
Gratiaen 

 

  31 
Mar 

RYDA                                 Speaker: Greg Rappo 
Chair: Tim Wilson VOT: Don Murphy 
Attendance: J. Isaacs & M. James Fellowship: H. Kindness & GR King 

7 
Apr 

                                            Speaker: Rashid Kotwal 
Chair: Bhuvan Unhelkar        
VOT: TBA 

 

Attendance D. Molloy & S. Patel Fellowship: Joanna Li & D. Limburg  
 

Please indicate your apology or your intention to bring guests by 6pm Monday 
by email to: attend@stivesrotary.asn.au.  
Those on duty are reminded that the task includes set up/pull down of the meeting 
regalia. If you cannot make a duty, it is YOUR responsibility to find a replacement. 
Please advise the Secretary and Waratah Editor of any such changes.
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Chair : Gordon R King 
VOT: Ann Thomson 

Attendance: Barry Barnes & 
Russell Crofts 

Fellowship: Chris White & 
Margaret Dean 

3 On Me: Hugh Kindness 
International Toast: Gordon  

R King 
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19 – 21 March: District Conference at Port Macquarie  
Contact PP John Steel if you wish to attend or for more information  
16 April (Friday) Social Night 
30th May (Sunday) Red Shield Appeal – Contact Don Murphy 


